
Keynote speaker 

Carla Harris will share 

knowledge she’s gathered 

during a two-decade-long 

career working in the 

intense and competitive 

Wall Street environment 

at the Women’s Fund of 

Omaha’s Fall Luncheon 

on Oct. 27. The 11th annual event takes place from 

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Ramada Plaza Hotel.

After earning her MBA from Harvard Business 

School, Harris went to work for Morgan Stanley in 

the Mergers & Acquisitions department. She quickly 

learned that hard work and intelligence were not 

enough to succeed. Over the years, Harris developed 

key survival tools, which she calls “pearls.” Early in 

her career, Harris promised herself that when she 

reached senior management, she’d help others by 

sharing this advice.

Harris has climbed the corporate ladder and is 

now a managing director. She heads the Emerging 

Manager Platform at Morgan Stanley Investment 

Management, where she also provides investment 

advice to corporations, public pension plans, 

foundations and endowments.  In her spare time, 

Harris is an accomplished vocalist and author. 

Those attending the Fall Luncheon will receive an 

autographed copy of her book, “Expect to Win.”

The event also will include announcements of grants 

totaling $134,000 and presentation of keys to a 

mini-van to the Recycled Rides recipient. 

See page 5 for more details and a ticket order form, 

or   go to www.omahawomensfund.org.
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Our Mission

The Women’s Fund 

of Omaha examines 

issues and conducts 

research to provide 

informed support 

for initiatives that 

improve the lives of 

metropolitan area 

women and girls.

Keep up to date with all of the Women’s Fund news 

and events through our award-winning website, 

email newsletters and social media channels. 

Bookmark www.omahawomensfund.org and check 

back often for all of the latest happenings. 

Sign up to receive our monthly email newsletters 

by joining our “email club” (on the home 

page of the website) or send a note to info@

omahawomensfund.org. Follow us on Facebook and 

Twitter and take part in the online conversations.  

We’d love to hear your thoughts!

Applications are being accepted through Sept. 30 from young women interested in 

membership in the inaugural class of Women’s Fund Circles.  The new organization 

will introduce members to the Women’s Fund’s work, while providing them with the 

chance to connect with female leaders in the Omaha area. Quarterly events will include 

opportunities to network, gain knowledge and give back to the community. 

A seven-member steering committee worked with a Women’s Fund advisory group 

to develop guidelines for the organization, and they will serve in leadership roles as 

Women’s Fund Circles officially launches in December. The steering committee includes 

Michelle Zych, chair, and members Colleen Etheridge, Amy Jacobberger, Sarah Johnson, 

Sarah Lukas, Caroline Moore and Jay Warren.

Application information is available on the Women’s Fund website (www.

omahawomensfund.org) and on the Women’s Fund Circles Facebook page. 

Applications Being Accepted for 
New Women’s Fund Circles Group
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 Recycled Rides Program 
Seeks Nominations
Omaha-area nonprofit agencies are invited to nominate a female client 

to receive a refurbished 2005 Dodge Caravan mini-van that will be 

awarded at the Women’s Fund of Omaha’s Fall Luncheon on Oct. 27.  

The vehicle was donated by State Farm Insurance to be used in the 

“Recycled Rides” program. The van is being refurbished and repaired by 

Northwest CARSTAR Body Shop located on N. 120th Street in Omaha. 

“Recycled Rides” is a national awareness program, sponsored by the 

National Auto Body Council, in which body shops repair and donate used 

vehicles to families in need.

Application letters should include compelling reasons why the agency’s 

client deserves to receive the van.  How would having a vehicle help 

her improve her life and help her better support her family? Why is she 

deserving of the car? 

Details on applicant requirements and the nomination process are 

available on the Women’s Fund website (www.omahawomensfund.org). 

Applications are due Aug. 31.

A Few of Carla’s Pearls:
“Success in a corporate environment 
involves stellar performance, integration 
into the politics and risk taking. In today’s 
highly competitive marketplace, the ‘same 
ole, same ole’ just won’t do.”

“Relationships are one of the keys to 
success in any industry. Your network gives 
you power and is one of the most important 
competitive advantages you can have in 
business.”Circles

OMAHA’S NEX T CHANGE LEADERS
GATHER    GROW    GIVE BACK



Looking back on 

the Past Year’s 

Accomplishments . . . 

With an Eye toward 

the Future

Ellie Archer

Women’s Fund of Omaha

Board of Directors
Anne Branigan, President
Debbie Fraser, Vice President
Sara Masters, Secretary
Deb Hendrickson, Treasurer

Barbara Bauer
Renee Black
Cynthia Buettner
Liz Campbell
Patricia Carnie
Lorraine Chang
Cheri Duryea
Cynthia Gooch
Amy Haddad
Patty Keairnes
Sue Korth
Kathleen Oleson Lyons
Sandra Maass
Diva Mejias
Jennifer Rasmussen
Thomasina Skipper
Vicki Sloan
Shelley Wedergren
Sara Woods

Over the past two decades, the Women’s Fund of Omaha has become a respected expert, effective voice and empowering 

resource for Omaha’s women and girls. Our 20th anniversary in 2010 provided an opportunity to celebrate with friends, 

reflect on where we’ve been and look to what lies ahead. 

Since its beginning, the Women’s Fund has invested nearly $3 million in local initiatives focused on pressing needs in our 

community. More than a dozen research reports have been published on topics including women’s leadership, domestic 

violence and working women. 

Our hope is that within the next few years, we will have contributed to substantial progress in our three focus areas of 

economic self-sufficiency, leadership development and domestic violence. Your support makes this possible. We thank you.

New Hope Life Center for Women is making a 

difference in the lives of our community’s most 

vulnerable women. Its typical client has been an 

addict for more than 10 years, has been incarcerated 

multiple times, has children cared for by social 

services and has been sexually abused. New Hope’s 

mission is to assist women who are committed to 

overcoming their past failures by helping them 

address core life issues and by partnering with them 

as they find new hope.  

Last fall, Women’s Fund Changemakers selected New 

Hope Life Center from a field of three agencies to 

receive the first-ever Women’s Fund Changemaker 

Grant.  

New Hope Life Center’s goal is to create long-term 

behavior change. The center offers residential, non-

residential and after-care programs. The residential 

program requires a minimum nine- to 12-month 

commitment and involves three tiers.

During the first 30 days of residence, individuals 

begin work with a life coach, case manager, therapist 

and small group therapy. The second tier lasts 

approximately nine months, during which time 

the participant works and learns to successfully 

implement new habits while building a new 

community of support and making new friends. The 

final two months of the program focus on updating 

personal goals and establishing additional support 

mechanisms.   After-care support continues with the 

therapist, case manager and mentor for the next 12 

Message from the Director
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months and is available for all program alumnae as 

long as support is needed.

Jane (not her real name) says she was given another 

chance at life at age 41 because of New Hope. 

Although she attended college for four years, Jane 

was never able to complete a degree because of 

drugs. She lists an 18-year-long “career” of drug 

addiction and a stay in a maximum security women’s 

prison among “the list of incompletes and epic 

failures that I thought defined who I was.”

“Today, none of that defines who I am,” Jane says. “I 

am a new creation full of hope and faith.”

She has a full-time job and is taking classes to learn 

medical billing and coding.

“New Hope provided me with coping skills and daily 

living skills necessary to not only live, but to thrive. 

The resources that they shared with me have been 

invaluable,” she adds.

Traditional 12-step program recovery success rates 

are reported to be less than 20 percent. “The New 

Hope Life Center for Women has shown that they 

can reverse these outcomes and provide dramatic 

results for women, families and the community, 

achieving a 75 percent success rate, and those results 

are continuing in a fourth year of programming for 

women,” said Kathleen McCallister, president and 

founder.  This success impacts not only the clients, but 

also their families and the entire community.

Maryanne Stevens, RSM, Ph.D., was recognized for her 

leadership and impact on the lives of local women and girls 

at a May 6 celebration event where the Women’s Fund 

presented her with its prestigious WomanSpirit award.  

Initiated in 1996, the WomanSpirit Award recognizes a 

woman whose leadership has had a significant impact on the 

lives of women and girls in the Omaha community.

Stevens is president of the College of Saint Mary. Under her 

leadership over the past 15 years, the college has embarked 

on a capital campaign, launched new graduate programs and 

opened an on-campus residence hall for single mothers.

Stevens’ leadership extends into the community. She 

currently serves on the Nebraska Educational Finance 

Authority and the Nebraska Independent College Foundation, 

and she is chair of the Madonna School for Exceptional 

Children board of directors. From 2005 to 2010, Stevens was 

a member of the Women’s Fund of Omaha board of directors. 

WomanSpirit Award Honors Maryanne Stevens

Dr. Maryanne Stevens, RSM, second from left, 

receives the WomanSpirit award from Barbara Weitz, 

Mary Heng-Braun and Dianne Seeman Lozier, event 

chairs and former recipients.

Grant Profile:

New Hope Life Center for Women Receives 
Inaugural Changemaker Grant

Participants take part in self-defense training at New Hope Life Center for Women.

RECENT WOMEN’S FUND ACCOMPLISHMENTS and PROGRAMS:

Intimate Partner Violence Report: The study looked at 

survivors’ needs and available services in the community 

and made recommendations for next steps. Several 

community working groups continue to meet to find ways 

to enhance service delivery.

Community Survey: Poverty, employment and financial 

literacy are the top issues affecting Omaha-area women 

in the next year, according to a Women’s Fund of Omaha 

survey of nonprofit agencies. The most critical issues 

facing Omaha-area girls were identified as lack of self-

esteem, staying in school and emotional/mental health.

Grants: In honor of its platinum anniversary, the 

Women’s Fund awarded $20,000 grants to three nonprofit 

agencies that provide exemplary services in the areas 

of economic self-sufficiency, domestic violence and 

leadership.  Excellence and WomanSpirit grants brought 

the total to $125,000.

Ready To Serve: During the third annual board training 

workshop, speakers stressed the importance of board 

members being passionate about the organization’s 

Stevens is the eighth recipient of the award, which establishes 

a perpetual annual grant in the honoree’s name.  

Women’s Fund Changemakers are donors who pledge $200 or more annually to the 

Women’s Fund. Learn more about this opportunity to make a difference in your community 

at www.omahawomensfund.org.

Women hold just 23 percent of the appointed positions 

on Omaha-area board and commissions, according to 

the latest Women’s Fund research.  A new initiative is 

being launched to make women aware of upcoming 

opportunities to serve in order to increase this 

percentage.

Openings for the remainder of 2011 on city boards and 

commissions are posted on the Women’s Fund website 

at www.omahawomensfund.org. Details on how to 

apply for these volunteer positions are included. The 

Women’s Fund website will be updated periodically to 

include additional openings on city, county and state 

boards for 2012 and beyond. 

Special thanks to volunteer Judy Seeman for compiling 

this information.  

The Women’s Fund has been examining the topic of 

women and leadership in Omaha for more than 15 

years.  Findings are available in reports posted on the 

Women’s Fund website under the Research tab.

As a result of its research, the Women’s Fund launched 

the Ready to Run workshop for women interested 

in running for political office and the Ready To 

Serve board training workshop.  Past attendees are 

encouraged to check out the list of upcoming board 

positions and submit their applications.

Learn About Upcoming 
Board Opportunities

Ready To 
Serve? 

cause. To date, approximately 600 people have been trained 

to better serve our community.

Ready To Run: Women interested in running for elected 

office or working on a political campaign learned the ropes 

from those already in office and campaign advisers. Topics 

included making the decision to run, communicating your 

message, raising money and more. Nearly two dozen 

women who participated in past workshops have been 

elected to office.

Talk of the Town: Quarterly Talk of the Town meetings 

promote networking opportunities among nonprofit 

agencies and provide information on topics of interest to 

these agencies. The next session on Aug. 23 will focus on 

what’s being done to better address domestic violence 

survivors’ needs.

Visit the Women’s Fund website at

www.omahawomensfund.org 

for more information on these initiatives.



Omaha Fashion Week 
Event Benefits 

Women’s Fund

Join the Women’s Fund for the Thursday, Aug. 25, runway show at the Nomad Lounge in 

the Old Market. Purchase tickets for fashion-themed drawings (available at the runway 

show only) and find out what nonprofit agency will receive a $5,000 grant selected by a 

vote of Women’s Fund Changemakers. These donors support the Women’s Fund mission 

of improving the lives of Omaha-area women and girls through an annual pledge of 

$200 or more, which qualifies them to help decide which agency receives the grant.

Featured designers for the Thursday runway show are Masey Root, Williams Torres, 

Megan Hunt, Jessica Seeley, Hollie Hanash and Yolanda Diaz. 

Hunt is owner/designer of Princess Lasertron, a local company that has expanded from 

simple hairpieces and brooches to gowns and bouquets and serves more than 150 brides 

a year.  Diaz, who is showing her children’s collection at the Thursday show, is the first 

Omaha Fashion Week designer to have her work mass-produced and sold wholesale to 

boutiques around the U.S.

Doors open at 6 p.m., and the show starts at 8 p.m. Thanks to Coventry Health Care 

of Nebraska for sponsoring the Women’s Fund Changemaker VIP party. Purchase 

your tickets for the Thursday night runway show from Omaha Fashion Week at www.

omahafashionweek.com. Learn how you can become a Women’s Fund Changemaker at 

www.omahawomensfund.org/donate.

Some of the hottest local 

fashion designers will 

showcase their newest looks 

during Omaha Fashion Week. 

Board members Pam Brown and 

Anne Branigan have been honored 

by local agencies for their work in the 

community.

In February, Brown received the 2011 

Making Democracy Work Award from 

the League of Women Voters of Greater 

Omaha. The award recognizes a woman 

who has gone beyond the expectations 

of her job to make Omaha more vibrant 

and strong. Brown was honored for 

her long history of being dedicated to 

improving the lives of women and girls 

in Omaha as a volunteer and as a state 

legislator.  

Despite battling cancer, Brown continued to 

dedicate her time and energy to advocating for 

causes she believed in until shortly before her 

death in June.

Branigan, senior vice president of the Greater 

Omaha Chamber of Commerce, was one of 11 

outstanding women honored by the Women’s 

Center for Advancement (formerly the YWCA 

Omaha) at its 24th Annual Tribute to Women 

event. She was recognized for her role supporting 

and encouraging both individual and business 

success, as well as her involvement with 

community organizations.

Branigan currently is president of the Women‘s 

Fund Board of Directors.

Women’s Fund Board Members 
Recognized with Awards

The late Senator Pam Brown, left, and Linda Duckworth, League of 

Women Voters of Omaha president.

Anne Branigan with her daughter Kate

at the WCA Tribute to Women event.
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Marta and Roland Nieves

Kathe Oleson Lyons

Omaha Community Foundation

Carolyn Owen-Anderson

Christine Pharr

Gina Ponce

Sajda Qureshi

Jennifer Rasmussen
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Mary Bickels
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Anne Boyle
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Marsha Braddock
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Laura Brock

Shannan M. Brommer 

Richard Brown
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Stacey Buechler
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Karol Burchfield

Kerry Burright-Hittner
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Laurel Carlin

Patricia Carlson

Letitia Carlson

Amber Carman

Kristine Casart

Cristina Castro-Matukewicz

Helen S. Chapple 

Susan Chenoweth

Isabelle Cherney

Amy L. Christensen 

Phil Christiansen

Michelle Clark

Trisha Clary

College of St. Mary 

Juli Comstock

Elizabeth Cook

Marilyn Corum

Barb Courtier

Loni Craft

Angela Curry

Sabine Dalluge

Kathy Daniel

Stephanie Davis

Meg DeLove

Stacy Demuth

Deb Denbeck

Sheryl Denison

Jessica Dennis

Nancy Didwell

Debra Dinsmoor

Stuart Dornan 

Jean M. Douchey 

Karen Dowling
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Sondra Dubas

Amanda Duffy Randall 

Jennifer Dumaroy

LaVonne Dunetts

Kaylea Dunn

Kelli Eaton

Susan Edwards

Ramona Edwards

Donna Ehrlich

Cynthia Ellis

Cynthia English

Margaret Falck

Margarita Falcon Hallowell 

Jeannine Falter

Barb Farho

Jean Farrell

Erin Feely

Kim Felker

Deborah Ferrara6

How does the 
Women’s Fund 
bring about 
change?

Identifying and researching 
major issues impacting the 
lives of women and girls in 
the Omaha area.

Educating the public on 
these issues.

Funding initiatives that 
benefit the women and girls 
of our community.
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Hallie Mason
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Patty McAtee
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Women’s Fund of Omaha
11th Annual Fall Luncheon

EXPECT TO WIN

Carla Harris is on Fortune’s list of “The 50 Most Powerful Black 
Executives in Corporate America,” and she is one of Essence 
Magazine’s “50 Women Who are Shaping the World.”  A highly 
sought-after speaker with a national following, Carla is coming to 
Omaha to share her pearls of wisdom on charting a sure path to 
success.  Please join us for this popular annual event . . . and expect 
to win!

Honorary Co-chairs

Connie Ryan
President

Streck, Inc.

An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Special Thanks to our Corporate Partners and Sponsors:

Kathy Mallatt
Plan President

UnitedHealthcare Community 
and State, Share Advantage 

Carla A. Harris
Managing Director

Morgan Stanley Investment 
Management

Author and  Keynote Speaker

Thursday
October 27, 2011

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m

Ramada Plaza Hotel

3321 South 72nd Street

To register go to  www.omahawomensfund.org, call the Women’s Fund at 402-827-9280 or fi ll out and return this form. Act early and guarantee your spot at one of Omaha’s most popular business events! 

Corporate reservations must be received by October 7, 2011, to guarantee program listing. Seating assignments will be emailed the week of the event.

Yes! I want to support the Women’s Fund by attending the 11th Annual Fall Luncheon.

Corporate Table - $1,500 ($1,150 tax-deductible) Includes a table for 10, table signage and program recognition.

Individual Corporate Ticket - $150 ($115 tax-deductible)

Individual General Admission Ticket - $75 ($40 tax-deductible)

Sorry, we are unable to attend, but please accept our donation in support of the Women’s Fund’s work of improving the lives of women and girls in Omaha.

Company

Contact Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone E-mail (required)

Payment Method

               Check Enclosed (Make payable to the Women’s Fund of Omaha)

 Visa/MasterCard Card #

Cardholder Name

Exp. Date                                                              Verfi cation # 

Mail to: Women’s Fund of Omaha, 7602 Pacifi c St., Suite 300, Omaha, NE 68114

 Charge by phone (402) 827-9280

(three digits on back of card)

2010 Expenses

Programs-Grants
27%

Programs-
Committees

1%
Programs-Projects

3%Programs-Other
44%

Fund Raising
8%

Management 
and General 

17%

Programs-Grants 115,037

Programs-Committees 5,571

Programs-Projects 12,288

Programs-Other 191,973

Fund Raising 36,434

Management and General  75,331

Total Expenses  436,634

Investment Income  
(realized)

7%

Unrealized gains 
on investments

49%

Contributions
27%

Events
11%

Programs
6%

Other 
0%

2010 Revenues
Investment Income  (realized) 75,018

Unrealized gains on investments 494,638

Contributions 270,315

Events 112,041

Programs 60,855

Other  2,210

Total Revenues 1,015,077

4
Note:  The summary of fi nancial information above is presented on an accrual basis.
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Omaha Fashion Week 
Event Benefits 

Women’s Fund

Join the Women’s Fund for the Thursday, Aug. 25, runway show at the Nomad Lounge in 

the Old Market. Purchase tickets for fashion-themed drawings (available at the runway 

show only) and find out what nonprofit agency will receive a $5,000 grant selected by a 

vote of Women’s Fund Changemakers. These donors support the Women’s Fund mission 

of improving the lives of Omaha-area women and girls through an annual pledge of 

$200 or more, which qualifies them to help decide which agency receives the grant.

Featured designers for the Thursday runway show are Masey Root, Williams Torres, 

Megan Hunt, Jessica Seeley, Hollie Hanash and Yolanda Diaz. 

Hunt is owner/designer of Princess Lasertron, a local company that has expanded from 

simple hairpieces and brooches to gowns and bouquets and serves more than 150 brides 

a year.  Diaz, who is showing her children’s collection at the Thursday show, is the first 

Omaha Fashion Week designer to have her work mass-produced and sold wholesale to 

boutiques around the U.S.

Doors open at 6 p.m., and the show starts at 8 p.m. Thanks to Coventry Health Care 

of Nebraska for sponsoring the Women’s Fund Changemaker VIP party. Purchase 

your tickets for the Thursday night runway show from Omaha Fashion Week at www.

omahafashionweek.com. Learn how you can become a Women’s Fund Changemaker at 

www.omahawomensfund.org/donate.

Some of the hottest local 

fashion designers will 

showcase their newest looks 

during Omaha Fashion Week. 

Board members Pam Brown and 

Anne Branigan have been honored 

by local agencies for their work in the 

community.

In February, Brown received the 2011 

Making Democracy Work Award from 

the League of Women Voters of Greater 

Omaha. The award recognizes a woman 

who has gone beyond the expectations 

of her job to make Omaha more vibrant 

and strong. Brown was honored for 

her long history of being dedicated to 

improving the lives of women and girls 

in Omaha as a volunteer and as a state 

legislator.  

Despite battling cancer, Brown continued to 

dedicate her time and energy to advocating for 

causes she believed in until shortly before her 

death in June.

Branigan, senior vice president of the Greater 

Omaha Chamber of Commerce, was one of 11 

outstanding women honored by the Women’s 

Center for Advancement (formerly the YWCA 

Omaha) at its 24th Annual Tribute to Women 

event. She was recognized for her role supporting 

and encouraging both individual and business 

success, as well as her involvement with 

community organizations.

Branigan currently is president of the Women‘s 

Fund Board of Directors.

Women’s Fund Board Members 
Recognized with Awards

The late Senator Pam Brown, left, and Linda Duckworth, League of 

Women Voters of Omaha president.

Anne Branigan with her daughter Kate

at the WCA Tribute to Women event.

Guiding ($10,000 and Up) 
Anonymous

BlueCross/BlueShield of Nebraska

John and Wende Kotouc

Lincoln Financial Group

Lozier Foundation

Dianne and Allan Lozier

Methodist Health System

Mutual of Omaha

William and Ruth Scott Family Foundation

State Farm Mutual Insurance Companies

Union Pacific Corporation

Weitz Family Foundation

Weitz Funds

Sustaining ($5,000 - $9,999)
Children’s Hospital & Medical Center

Cox Communications

OPPD

Physicians Mutual

Milton and Miriam Waldbaum Family Foundation

Wells Fargo Bank

Woodmen of the World

Transforming ($1,000 - $4,999)
Anonymous

America First Investment Advisors

American National Bank

American Red Cross

Ellie Archer

Baird Holm

Borsheims Fine Jewelry & Gifts

Anne Branigan

Sandra Callahan

Elizabeth Campbell

Patricia Carnie

Clark Creative Group

Melanie Morrissey Clark

Cline Williams Wright Johnson & Oldfather

Coventry Health Care of Nebraska

Creighton University

Deloitte & Touche, LLP

Kate and N.P. Dodge, Jr.

Diane Duren

Kathryn A. Ekeler

Emergenetics, Inc.

Ervin & Smith 

Mike Fahey

First Data Foundation

First National Bank

Linda Ford 

John and Debbie Fraser

Ike & Roz Friedman Foundation

The Gallup Organization

Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce

GWR Wealth Management, LLC

Wanda and Mike Gottschalk

Mary Heng-Braun 

Pam Hernandez

Holly and Bruce Hoberman

Nick and Brook Hudson
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Mary and David Jones
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Marcia Koory

Jack and Stephanie Koraleski 

Leonard and Jo Ann Kozeny

Diny and James Landen

Pat and Lou Lamberty

Sandy and George Lozier
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Kathy and Brian Mallatt

Steve Martin and Amy Haddad, Ph. D.

Sara and James Masters

Metropolitan Community College

Susan Morris
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Constance Mary Ryan
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Larissa Johnson
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Marcia L. Shanahan

Thomasina E. Skipper

Alan Thelen and Ms. Sandra Maass

Advocating ($250 - $499)
Rev. Stephanie Ahlschwede

Barbara Bauer

Julie Becker

Myriel S. Boes

Joyce Bunger

Squire and Julie Butler

Lorraine Chang

Vanessa Janelle Dobles

Chris Dunlap

Family Housing Advisory Services, Inc.

Anne and Mike Fenner

Girls Inc.

Great Western Bank

Judy Haecker

Kathleen Rose Haile

Mary Hamilton and Jack White 

Therese M. Hautzinger

Amy Huck

Tarsha Jackson

Anne Johnson-Steinhoff

Ruth and James Keene

Nancy A. Kuhl

Deana and Michael Liddy

Ann Mactier

Gerry Morrow

Nebraska Children’s Home Society

Marta and Roland Nieves

Kathe Oleson Lyons

Omaha Community Foundation

Carolyn Owen-Anderson

Christine Pharr

Gina Ponce

Sajda Qureshi

Jennifer Rasmussen

Linda Burt Rebrovic

Kenny Rocker

RSM McGladrey, Inc.

Carol and Richard Russell

Laura Simic

Connie and Richard Spellman

Maryanne Stevens, RSM

Dennis and Sherry Thompson

Sue Twit

Sara Woods

University of Nebraska Foundation

Melonie Welsh

Vicki Wilson

Mentoring ($100 -  $249)
Angie Allen-Garrett

Jackie Austad

Karen and Jerry Authier

Amy Bailey

Barbara Balok

Marilyn W. Beig

Cindy Bellefeuille

Nancee and Rick Berger

Renee F.  Black

Marilyn Bombac

Amy Bones

Ann Borchers

Linda Bors

James Brown

Carolyn Buben

Joan Cannon

Moniki LaChelle Cannon

Tara Knudson Carl

Sandra Carson

Central States Indemnity Co. of Omaha

Charles Drew Health Center, Inc.

B C Clark

Jerome Deichert

Michael Delich and Denise Holter
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Mary Ferdig

Catherine and Terry Ferguson

Ann Finkner
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Lisa Fisher
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Kristi Frei

Polly and Joseph Goecke

Kay Lynn and Dr. John Goldner

Weiyu Guo, PhD

Kate Hansen

Helen Heller
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Denise Hill

Karen Hobbs

Jane Hood

Dena Howard

Ruth Jamieson
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Sydney Johnson-Gorrell

John Kaiser 

Patty Keairnes

Margaret Keith

Kathy Kimball

Susan A. Koenig

Sue Korth

Christi Krajeska

Sarah Kottich

Vicki and David Krecek

Diane Kremlacek

Donna Kush

Debra Kutler

Tina Labellarte 

Celann LaGreca

Mark and Ann Lavin

Legal Aid of Nebraska

Joan L Lukas

Thomas J. and Nancy Lund

Joseph Lyons

Mary McArdle

Jill McCormick

Susan McGinn

Mary P McHale

Paul Mendlik

Emily Miller

Donna W Mueller

Rochelle Mullen

Ann Oasan

Susan Ogborn

Michelle Austin Pamies

Pennelope S. Parker

Nancy J Paul

Arlana R Phillips MD

Julie and Steve Phillips

Kathleen Polodna

Cassandra Price

Qwest Womens Omaha Chapter

Dr. Shireen Rajaram

Athena Ramos

The Reader

Eric Rein

Rebecca Rezaei

Gay Rich

Fran and Emmet Root

Cheryll Ross

Theresa Ross

Patricia Rubens

Laurie Ruge

Carol Russell

Beth Ryan

Gabrielle Ryan

Saloon LLC

Gina Samland

Mathia Sanders

Rita Sanders

Tami Saunders

Gaye Lynn Schaffart

Elroy Schroer

Kathryn Schubert

Jennifer Schramm

Tanya Shaul

Vicki Elizabeth Sloan

Kara Stangl

Jim Stewart

Deb and James Suttle

Lynden and Sue Tennison

Kimberly A G Thomas

Joy Tillema

Joy Lynn Tillema

Jeffrey Totusek

Brandi Tumbleson

Robert Turner

Maureen McCann Waldron

Carol Wang

Barbara and Wallace Weitz

Debra Welk

Linda Ford Wendel

Susan A Westcott MD

Suzane Winkler

Christine Wiseman

Vickie L. Wrobleski

Supporting (Up to $100)
Josephine Abboud

Jolene K. Adams 

Megan Addison

Pat Allgeier

Jennifer L. Alm 

Kathleen Al-Marhoon

Mollie Anderson

Sara Bach

Sarah Backhaus

Susan Baer Collins 

Steven and Diane Bailey 

Loraine Baker

Karen and Kenneth Baldwin 

Allison Balus

Mary Barnes

Ana Barrios

Patty Bauer

Jennifer Benson

Kristine Benson

Michelle Berlin

Jessica Bernal

Mary Bickels

Catherine Blake

Mary Blaney

Anne Boyle

Monte Sue Bradberry 

Marsha Braddock

Kim Bradford

Laura Brock

Shannan M. Brommer 

Richard Brown

Jenny Buckley

Stacey Buechler

Carmen Bunde

Karol Burchfield

Kerry Burright-Hittner

Beverly Butcher

Ann Cannon

Sandi Cardillo

Laurel Carlin

Patricia Carlson

Letitia Carlson

Amber Carman

Kristine Casart

Cristina Castro-Matukewicz

Helen S. Chapple 

Susan Chenoweth

Isabelle Cherney

Amy L. Christensen 

Phil Christiansen

Michelle Clark

Trisha Clary

College of St. Mary 

Juli Comstock

Elizabeth Cook

Marilyn Corum

Barb Courtier

Loni Craft

Angela Curry

Sabine Dalluge

Kathy Daniel

Stephanie Davis

Meg DeLove

Stacy Demuth

Deb Denbeck

Sheryl Denison

Jessica Dennis

Nancy Didwell

Debra Dinsmoor

Stuart Dornan 

Jean M. Douchey 

Karen Dowling

Lori Druse

Sondra Dubas

Amanda Duffy Randall 

Jennifer Dumaroy

LaVonne Dunetts

Kaylea Dunn

Kelli Eaton

Susan Edwards

Ramona Edwards

Donna Ehrlich

Cynthia Ellis

Cynthia English

Margaret Falck

Margarita Falcon Hallowell 

Jeannine Falter

Barb Farho

Jean Farrell

Erin Feely

Kim Felker

Deborah Ferrara6

How does the 
Women’s Fund 
bring about 
change?

Identifying and researching 
major issues impacting the 
lives of women and girls in 
the Omaha area.

Educating the public on 
these issues.

Funding initiatives that 
benefit the women and girls 
of our community.
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Looking back on 
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With an Eye toward 

the Future
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Over the past two decades, the Women’s Fund of Omaha has become a respected expert, effective voice and empowering 

resource for Omaha’s women and girls. Our 20th anniversary in 2010 provided an opportunity to celebrate with friends, 

reflect on where we’ve been and look to what lies ahead. 

Since its beginning, the Women’s Fund has invested nearly $3 million in local initiatives focused on pressing needs in our 

community. More than a dozen research reports have been published on topics including women’s leadership, domestic 

violence and working women. 

Our hope is that within the next few years, we will have contributed to substantial progress in our three focus areas of 

economic self-sufficiency, leadership development and domestic violence. Your support makes this possible. We thank you.

New Hope Life Center for Women is making a 

difference in the lives of our community’s most 

vulnerable women. Its typical client has been an 

addict for more than 10 years, has been incarcerated 

multiple times, has children cared for by social 

services and has been sexually abused. New Hope’s 

mission is to assist women who are committed to 

overcoming their past failures by helping them 

address core life issues and by partnering with them 

as they find new hope.  

Last fall, Women’s Fund Changemakers selected New 

Hope Life Center from a field of three agencies to 

receive the first-ever Women’s Fund Changemaker 

Grant.  

New Hope Life Center’s goal is to create long-term 

behavior change. The center offers residential, non-

residential and after-care programs. The residential 

program requires a minimum nine- to 12-month 

commitment and involves three tiers.

During the first 30 days of residence, individuals 

begin work with a life coach, case manager, therapist 

and small group therapy. The second tier lasts 

approximately nine months, during which time 

the participant works and learns to successfully 

implement new habits while building a new 

community of support and making new friends. The 

final two months of the program focus on updating 

personal goals and establishing additional support 

mechanisms.   After-care support continues with the 

therapist, case manager and mentor for the next 12 

Message from the Director
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months and is available for all program alumnae as 

long as support is needed.

Jane (not her real name) says she was given another 

chance at life at age 41 because of New Hope. 

Although she attended college for four years, Jane 

was never able to complete a degree because of 

drugs. She lists an 18-year-long “career” of drug 

addiction and a stay in a maximum security women’s 

prison among “the list of incompletes and epic 

failures that I thought defined who I was.”

“Today, none of that defines who I am,” Jane says. “I 

am a new creation full of hope and faith.”

She has a full-time job and is taking classes to learn 

medical billing and coding.

“New Hope provided me with coping skills and daily 

living skills necessary to not only live, but to thrive. 

The resources that they shared with me have been 

invaluable,” she adds.

Traditional 12-step program recovery success rates 

are reported to be less than 20 percent. “The New 

Hope Life Center for Women has shown that they 

can reverse these outcomes and provide dramatic 

results for women, families and the community, 

achieving a 75 percent success rate, and those results 

are continuing in a fourth year of programming for 

women,” said Kathleen McCallister, president and 

founder.  This success impacts not only the clients, but 

also their families and the entire community.

Maryanne Stevens, RSM, Ph.D., was recognized for her 

leadership and impact on the lives of local women and girls 

at a May 6 celebration event where the Women’s Fund 

presented her with its prestigious WomanSpirit award.  

Initiated in 1996, the WomanSpirit Award recognizes a 

woman whose leadership has had a significant impact on the 

lives of women and girls in the Omaha community.

Stevens is president of the College of Saint Mary. Under her 

leadership over the past 15 years, the college has embarked 

on a capital campaign, launched new graduate programs and 

opened an on-campus residence hall for single mothers.

Stevens’ leadership extends into the community. She 

currently serves on the Nebraska Educational Finance 

Authority and the Nebraska Independent College Foundation, 

and she is chair of the Madonna School for Exceptional 

Children board of directors. From 2005 to 2010, Stevens was 

a member of the Women’s Fund of Omaha board of directors. 

WomanSpirit Award Honors Maryanne Stevens

Dr. Maryanne Stevens, RSM, second from left, 

receives the WomanSpirit award from Barbara Weitz, 

Mary Heng-Braun and Dianne Seeman Lozier, event 

chairs and former recipients.

Grant Profile:

New Hope Life Center for Women Receives 
Inaugural Changemaker Grant

Participants take part in self-defense training at New Hope Life Center for Women.

RECENT WOMEN’S FUND ACCOMPLISHMENTS and PROGRAMS:

Intimate Partner Violence Report: The study looked at 

survivors’ needs and available services in the community 

and made recommendations for next steps. Several 

community working groups continue to meet to find ways 

to enhance service delivery.

Community Survey: Poverty, employment and financial 

literacy are the top issues affecting Omaha-area women 

in the next year, according to a Women’s Fund of Omaha 

survey of nonprofit agencies. The most critical issues 

facing Omaha-area girls were identified as lack of self-

esteem, staying in school and emotional/mental health.

Grants: In honor of its platinum anniversary, the 

Women’s Fund awarded $20,000 grants to three nonprofit 

agencies that provide exemplary services in the areas 

of economic self-sufficiency, domestic violence and 

leadership.  Excellence and WomanSpirit grants brought 

the total to $125,000.

Ready To Serve: During the third annual board training 

workshop, speakers stressed the importance of board 

members being passionate about the organization’s 

Stevens is the eighth recipient of the award, which establishes 

a perpetual annual grant in the honoree’s name.  

Women’s Fund Changemakers are donors who pledge $200 or more annually to the 

Women’s Fund. Learn more about this opportunity to make a difference in your community 

at www.omahawomensfund.org.

Women hold just 23 percent of the appointed positions 

on Omaha-area board and commissions, according to 

the latest Women’s Fund research.  A new initiative is 

being launched to make women aware of upcoming 

opportunities to serve in order to increase this 

percentage.

Openings for the remainder of 2011 on city boards and 

commissions are posted on the Women’s Fund website 

at www.omahawomensfund.org. Details on how to 

apply for these volunteer positions are included. The 

Women’s Fund website will be updated periodically to 

include additional openings on city, county and state 

boards for 2012 and beyond. 

Special thanks to volunteer Judy Seeman for compiling 

this information.  

The Women’s Fund has been examining the topic of 

women and leadership in Omaha for more than 15 

years.  Findings are available in reports posted on the 

Women’s Fund website under the Research tab.

As a result of its research, the Women’s Fund launched 

the Ready to Run workshop for women interested 

in running for political office and the Ready To 

Serve board training workshop.  Past attendees are 

encouraged to check out the list of upcoming board 

positions and submit their applications.

Learn About Upcoming 
Board Opportunities

Ready To 
Serve? 

cause. To date, approximately 600 people have been trained 

to better serve our community.

Ready To Run: Women interested in running for elected 

office or working on a political campaign learned the ropes 

from those already in office and campaign advisers. Topics 

included making the decision to run, communicating your 

message, raising money and more. Nearly two dozen 

women who participated in past workshops have been 

elected to office.

Talk of the Town: Quarterly Talk of the Town meetings 

promote networking opportunities among nonprofit 

agencies and provide information on topics of interest to 

these agencies. The next session on Aug. 23 will focus on 

what’s being done to better address domestic violence 

survivors’ needs.

Visit the Women’s Fund website at

www.omahawomensfund.org 

for more information on these initiatives.



Keynote speaker 

Carla Harris will share 

knowledge she’s gathered 

during a two-decade-long 

career working in the 

intense and competitive 

Wall Street environment 

at the Women’s Fund of 

Omaha’s Fall Luncheon 

on Oct. 27. The 11th annual event takes place from 

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Ramada Plaza Hotel.

After earning her MBA from Harvard Business 

School, Harris went to work for Morgan Stanley in 

the Mergers & Acquisitions department. She quickly 

learned that hard work and intelligence were not 

enough to succeed. Over the years, Harris developed 

key survival tools, which she calls “pearls.” Early in 

her career, Harris promised herself that when she 

reached senior management, she’d help others by 

sharing this advice.

Harris has climbed the corporate ladder and is 

now a managing director. She heads the Emerging 

Manager Platform at Morgan Stanley Investment 

Management, where she also provides investment 

advice to corporations, public pension plans, 

foundations and endowments.  In her spare time, 

Harris is an accomplished vocalist and author. 

Those attending the Fall Luncheon will receive an 

autographed copy of her book, “Expect to Win.”

The event also will include announcements of grants 

totaling $134,000 and presentation of keys to a 

mini-van to the Recycled Rides recipient. 

See page 5 for more details and a ticket order form, 

or   go to www.omahawomensfund.org.

Identifying Issues.  
Funding Solutions.  
Leading Change. 
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Our Mission

The Women’s Fund 

of Omaha examines 

issues and conducts 

research to provide 

informed support 

for initiatives that 

improve the lives of 

metropolitan area 

women and girls.

Keep up to date with all of the Women’s Fund news 

and events through our award-winning website, 

email newsletters and social media channels. 

Bookmark www.omahawomensfund.org and check 

back often for all of the latest happenings. 

Sign up to receive our monthly email newsletters 

by joining our “email club” (on the home 

page of the website) or send a note to info@

omahawomensfund.org. Follow us on Facebook and 

Twitter and take part in the online conversations.  

We’d love to hear your thoughts!

Applications are being accepted through Sept. 30 from young women interested in 

membership in the inaugural class of Women’s Fund Circles.  The new organization 

will introduce members to the Women’s Fund’s work, while providing them with the 

chance to connect with female leaders in the Omaha area. Quarterly events will include 

opportunities to network, gain knowledge and give back to the community. 

A seven-member steering committee worked with a Women’s Fund advisory group 

to develop guidelines for the organization, and they will serve in leadership roles as 

Women’s Fund Circles officially launches in December. The steering committee includes 

Michelle Zych, chair, and members Colleen Etheridge, Amy Jacobberger, Sarah Johnson, 

Sarah Lukas, Caroline Moore and Jay Warren.

Application information is available on the Women’s Fund website (www.

omahawomensfund.org) and on the Women’s Fund Circles Facebook page. 

Applications Being Accepted for 
New Women’s Fund Circles Group

Stay Connected to 
the Women’s Fund
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Donate to the Women’s Fund
It’s simple: Go to www.omahawomensfund.org and 
donate online, or mail a check to:

Women’s Fund of Omaha
7602 Pacific Street, Suite 300
Omaha, NE 68114

Make a 
Difference

Return Receipt Requested

 Recycled Rides Program 
Seeks Nominations
Omaha-area nonprofit agencies are invited to nominate a female client 

to receive a refurbished 2005 Dodge Caravan mini-van that will be 

awarded at the Women’s Fund of Omaha’s Fall Luncheon on Oct. 27.  

The vehicle was donated by State Farm Insurance to be used in the 

“Recycled Rides” program. The van is being refurbished and repaired by 

Northwest CARSTAR Body Shop located on N. 120th Street in Omaha. 

“Recycled Rides” is a national awareness program, sponsored by the 

National Auto Body Council, in which body shops repair and donate used 

vehicles to families in need.

Application letters should include compelling reasons why the agency’s 

client deserves to receive the van.  How would having a vehicle help 

her improve her life and help her better support her family? Why is she 

deserving of the car? 

Details on applicant requirements and the nomination process are 

available on the Women’s Fund website (www.omahawomensfund.org). 

Applications are due Aug. 31.

A Few of Carla’s Pearls:
“Success in a corporate environment 
involves stellar performance, integration 
into the politics and risk taking. In today’s 
highly competitive marketplace, the ‘same 
ole, same ole’ just won’t do.”

“Relationships are one of the keys to 
success in any industry. Your network gives 
you power and is one of the most important 
competitive advantages you can have in 
business.”Circles

OMAHA’S NEX T CHANGE LEADERS
GATHER    GROW    GIVE BACK


