In Nebraska, an estimated 1.4 million people
experience some form of gender-based violence
in their lifetime." While domestic violence is often
perceived as physical violence toward a victim or
survivor,? it can also include various forms of power
and control. One way that perpetrators exercise
power and control is by threatening to harm or kill
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LB 11 e Providing Clarification for Household Pets
in Domestic Abuse Protection Orders

a household pet, making it increasingly difficult for
someone to leave an abusive situation. It is critical
that Nebraska clarify protections for household
pets in instances of domestic violence to
provide assurance of safety for the pet and
reduce a barrier for survivors seeking to leave
an abusive situation.

What Will LB 11 Do?

LB 11 will clarify domestic abuse protection orders to

EXPLICITLY INCLUDE PROTECTION FOR HDUSEHOLD PETS.

‘ Currently, victims applying for a domestic abuse protection order can check

several options in the application for the court to include in the order. Some
options include prohibiting the respondent from contacting or communicating
with them, ordering the respondent to stay away from specific locations and
granting the survivor temporary custody of minors.

Although current domestic abuse protection orders allow for

victims to write-in a specific relief at the end of the application
not provided on the general list, LB 11 would explicitly add
the option for the victim to have full custody and control of
any household pets and would prohibit the respondent from
coming into contact with or harming any household pets.

This update will reduce a common barrier to leaving abusive situations and provide survivors seeking
protection orders better clarification regarding the protection of pets.

Why LB 11 Matters

As many as 25% DF DOMESTIC VIDLENCE SURVIVDRS have reported
RETURNING TD AN ABUSIVE PARTNER out of LONCERN FDR THEIR PET?

Continue reading for an explanation of the importance of LB 11 and why it matters.

LB 11 aligns with the Women'’s Fund values of Collaboration and Community Voice.
To learn more about our mission, vision and values, visit www.OmahaWomensFund.org.
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LB 11 is sponsored by Senator Carol Blood. For additional information,

contact Erin Feichtinger at EFeichtinger@OmahaWomensFund.org or 402-827-9280.




g 7]% DF PeT-DWNING WDMEN entering domestic violence shelters REPDRTED b
THAT THEIR ABUSER THREATENED, HARMED or KILLED A FAMILY PeT?
In another study, ZQ% OF WOMEN who had companion animals
during an abusive relationship REPDRTED THEIR ANIMALS WERE

. THREATENED. HARMED or LILLED BY THEIR ABUSER® )

~

More than §O% DF SURVIVDRS INDICATED THAT THEIR PETS PLAYED A
SIGNIFICANT RDLE IN THEIR PERSDNAL EXPERIENCE of survivorship and

healing, providing emotional support or physical protection.®

p
29% oF SURVIVORS INDICATED THAT THEIR ABUSER
had HARMED or KILLED THE PET(4) in the past.’

: Nearly one-third (,SO%) DF SURVIVDRS reported their CHILDREN had either
\WlTNEééED ABUSE of HDUSEHDLD PFETS or were aware that it had taken place.?

A To date, 37 other states, the District of Columbia and Puerto

Rico have enacted legislative provisions including pets in

isone of only a few states protection orders (Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado,

to NOT provide Connecticut, ;—'log’da, Haw:ii, llinois, hlndiana, lowa, Louisiana,

s . . Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,

eXp|ICIt prOteCtlon il Nevada, NZ/W Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Caroling,

h(?llSQhOJd pets Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Caroling,

m dom?stlc abuse Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West
prOtec“on orders. Virginia, Wisconsin and Wyoming).?
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