
A Guide to Domestic and Sexual Violence Related Court Orders  |  1

There are many ways a victim of domestic violence, sexual assault and/or harassment can seek safety and wellbeing for themselves 
and other people in their lives. Court orders are one way to do so. They offer a range of protections from offenders and can play an 
important part in a victim’s safety plan.

In Nebraska, there are several different types of court orders that a victim could obtain. This guide was created to clarify the purpose 
and provisions of each order in an easily digestible manner for system professionals. Whether you are helping a victim obtain a court 
order or enforcing an order that has already been filed, this guide serves as one tool to make well-informed and victim-centered 
decisions.

In this guide, we use the term victim to refer to those with lived experience of domestic and/or sexual violence because that 
terminology is used in statute. We honor and recognize however that many individuals with lived experience do not identify as 
such. Some individuals identify as victims, some as survivors, some as both and some as neither. It is important to give those with 
lived experience power in defining their own experiences. Always ask individuals with lived experience of domestic and/or sexual 
violence how they would like to be referred to so as to not make potentially harmful assumptions.

Foreign protection orders issued by other U.S. states, tribes and territories are all valid and enforceable in Nebraska. There 
is no need to request a new Nebraska protection order if a valid foreign protection order is already in effect.

To enforce a foreign protection order, law enforcement will need a valid copy of the order. Foreign protection orders are 
often entered into National Crime Information Center (NCIC), but this is not always the case. Victims can submit a copy of 
their foreign protection order to the Nebraska State Patrol to ensure the order is available electronically to Nebraska law 
enforcement.

It is also important to note that foreign protection orders might resemble orders issued in Nebraska, but they often have 
different names. For example, in Iowa a protection order is referred to as a restraining order. Foreign protection orders 
might also have different durations/timeframes. For instance, many tribal courts issue lifetime orders, which never expire.

NOTE ON FOREIGN PROTECTION ORDERS:

PROTECTING VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE
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GLOSSARY
EX-PARTE 
Judges have the option of granting a protection order immediately without a hearing, or ex-parte, if they believe the victim needs 
immediate protection. The offender may still request a hearing to attempt to provide evidence as to why the order should not be 
placed. The ex-parte order will still be in effect while the hearing is pending. 

SHOW CAUSE HEARING 
Judges have the option of ordering a show cause hearing for a requested protection order if they believe more information is 
needed to decide whether to issue the order. At the hearing, the victim presents evidence that justifies their need for a protection 
order. The hearing results in the protection order being either granted or denied. 

ISSUANCE 
The issuance of a court order refers to the official granting of an order by a judge or other authorized individual. 

BOND 
A bond is a written agreement that legally binds an individual to fulfill a certain act. For example, a no contact order is a provision 
of a bond attached to all domestic violence protection orders. This means that the domestic violence offender is legally bound to 
fulfilling the terms of a no contact order. 

VICTIM/OFFENDER 
A victim is the subject of a crime, and an offender is the perpetrator of a crime. 

PETITIONER/RESPONDENT 
In the case of a protection order (domestic abuse, harassment and sexual assault) the “victim” is designated as the “petitioner” and 
the “offender” as the “respondent.” 

NATIONAL CRIME INFORMATION CENTER (NCIC) 
The National Crime Information Center (NCIC) is the United States’ primary database for criminal justice information. The database 
can be added to and accessed by almost every criminal justice agency in the nation. 

“MAY” VS. “SHALL” In legal statutes, may means that an act is permitted but not mandatory and shall means that it is 
mandatory.
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