LB 516: Protecting Child Trafficking Victims

The intent of LB 516 is to ensure all children in Nebraska who are being sold for
sex, also known as trafficking, are recognized as abused and neglected children
and are connected to needed services and supports.
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TRAFFICKED YOUTH CURRENTLY SERVED BY NEBRASKA DHHS/PROBATION

e Of 3,600 DHHS wards, >1% (27) of children reviewed had a documented or suspected victimization due to
sex trafficking in State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2017-20187

e Of 287 youth in out-of-home care supervised solely by Probation, five of the youth had documentation of
being sex trafficked in the past, and for another three youth, there was suspicion of such.2
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Not all children in Nebraska who have been trafficked are receiving the help they
need—especially if their trafficker is not a parent or caregiver.®

Under the federal Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act, the definition of an abused and neglected
child was amended to include sex trafficking victims irrespective of the relationship of the
abuser to the child."® Federal law has gone beyond recognizing trafficked children as abused
and neglected to also include requirements that state child welfare agencies identify,
document, report and provide services to any child believed to be commercially sexually
exploited or believed to be at risk of commercial sexual exploitation, and “over whom the State
agency has responsibility for placement, care or supervision,” as a result of the passage of the
Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act of 2014."

TO ENSURE THAT ALL CHILDREN IN NEBRASKA WHO ARE BEING SOLD FOR SEX ARE
RECOGNIZED AS ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN AND ARE CONNECTED TO
NEEDED SERVICES AND SUPPORTS, LB 516:
e Includes sex and labor trafficking of a minor in the definition of child abuse in the Nebraska Criminal Code and
the Child Protection and Family Safety Act;

e Requires the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to screen and assess reports of child
sex or labor trafficking;

e Requires DHHS to conduct in person investigations of possible cases of sex or labor trafficking of a minor;

e Requires DHHS to connect the child and family with services to address their need for safe and appropriate
shelter, medical and mental health care (including substance abuse services), education, and other needs; and,

e Supports the prosecution of traffickers by increasing the time frame for prosecuting trafficking of children
and adults.
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